
All you need to know about the unique jellyfish lakes of Indonesia

o   Islands of sea

o   6,000 to 10,000 
     years old

o   2-60 meters deep, 
     50 meters - 1 km long

o   Some species are only
     found in marine lakes!

o   Less than 20 jellyfish lakes
     worldwide

o   Lakes can harbour millions
     of jellyfish

Mastigias papua
or the ‘Golden Jellyfish’
This jellyfish is the most
abundant!

Cassiopeia sp.
or the ‘Upside-Down 
Jellyfish’

Aurelia aurita
or the ‘Moon Jellyfish’

Golden jellyfish have many tiny plant 
friends in their tentacles! They are called 
‘zooxanthellae’ and they make their food 
from the energy of the sun. They give some
of this energy to the jellyfish in 
exchange for protection.

Aggregations of golden jellyfish have been 
observed to move from the eastern side of the 
lake when the sun rises, to the western side of 
the lake as the sun sets. Scientists think they 
    show this behaviour to allow their 
    zooxanthellae to produce as much food as 
    possible. Therefore, jellyfish are never 
    evenly spread out in a lake, but always form 
     clusters.

There are three different
types of jellyfish that can
be present in the lakes. 
These types are also termed
‘morphs’. The morph with the
long tentacles is also found 
in the ocean. Those tentacles
can still sting, so be careful!

Unfortunately, there are several 
factors that threaten jellyfish 
lakes:

0   Climate change
0   Invasive species
0   Unregulated tourism

Therefore, a team of scientists, NGOs and 
students are monitoring jellyfish density 
and health. They also record benthic 
diversity and water quality. The teams visit 
the jellyfish lakes 2-4 times a year to keep 
an eye on the jellyfish populations.

We all have to work together to keep these
unique habitats and their inhabitants safe
and sound!
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